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voting war-credits j Parliament seemed very far away to
those who read Spartacus* But when Spartacus said,
violently and crudely, and, above all, over and over again :
"Down with the war! "t the conscript who read the
flysheet furtively by the miserable candle-light of his
dug-out, instantly responded, heart and mind and spirit.
Spartacus indeed spoke for the oppressed, just as the
original Spartacus had once spoken for the oppressed,
Spartacus, the real Spartacus, was a slave of the great
Roman Empire, who in 73 B.C. headed a revolt of all the
slaves in Italy, and kept Italy, the civilised centre of the
world at that time, disturbed and unsafe for years on
end* History has always agreed that there was something
not unheroic in this figure of a slave Spartacus, not
because he was the leader of any great new movement,
but simply because he revolted so desperately against
desperate conditions*

All that was miserable and wretched, all that was
violent, crude, and disorderly, all that was criminal, and,
we may add, all who had become criminal, ground fn the
remorseless mill-wheels of society, gathered round
Spartacus* It does not often happen that the miserable
and wretched congregate together and become what is
usually looked on as a political party; but occasionally,
when events are very abnormal, it may so happen*
Things had been utterly abnormal in Germany for
many months past; the food conditions alone made life
most extraordinary* Then, instead of having isolated